since Jan. 2023

since Oct. 2019

June-Aug. 2019

July 2017

since Apr. 2017

Oct. 2016-Sep. 2017
Oct. 2014-Oct. 2016
Sep. 2013-July 2014
July-Sep. 2011

Apr. 2010
Mar. 2009
Nov. 2007-Oct. 2012

Oct. 2006—-Feb. 2013

DR. TORSTEN KATHKE

kathke@uni-mainz.de / kathke.com

Dr. phil. in American Cultural History

(minor in American Literary History),

Ludwig Maximilians University, Munich, 2013
M.A. in American Cultural History

(minors in American Literary History and Drama),
Ludwig Maximilians University, Munich, 2006

Guest fellow, GIGA—Leibniz-Institut fir Globale und
Regionale Studien, Hamburg (Project Digital Diplomacy and
Statecraft).

Coordinator and lecturer for modules in North American
history, Master of Advanced Studies in Applied History,
University of Zurich.

Lecturer, Department of English, York University, Toronto,
Canada.

Lecturer, Master of Advanced Studies in Applied History,
University of Zurich.

Wissenschaftlicher Mitarbeiter, Obama Institute for
Transnational American Studies, Johannes Gutenberg
University, Mainz, at chair of Prof. Dr. Axel Schéfer.

Adjunct lecturer, University of Cologne, Department of
History, at chair of Prof. Dr. Ralph Jessen.

Postdoctoral fellow, Max Planck Institute for the Study of
Societies, Cologne.

Postdoctoral fellow in North American history, German
Historical Institute, Washington, D.C., USA.

Research fellow, Arizona Historical Society, Tucson, Arizona,
USA.

Lecturer, Universita Ca’ Foscari, Venice, Italy.
Lecturer, Uniwersytet Jagiellonski, Krakow, Poland.

Wissenschaftlicher Mitarbeiter, Amerika-Institut, Ludwig
Maximilians University, at chair of Prof. Dr. Christof Mauch.

Doctoral Student, American Cultural History. Amerika-
Institut, Ludwig Maximilians University, Munich. Adviser:
Prof. Dr. Michael Hochgeschwender.


mailto:kathke@uni-mainz.de
http://kathke.com

Oct. 2006-Sep. 2007;
Oct. 2003-Feb. 2005

July 2006
Mar. 2004

Oct. 2001-July 2006

Mar.-Apr. 1997

Aug. 1990-July 1999

MONOGRAPH

2017

PUBLICATIONS

2023

2022

2021

Wissenschaftliche Hilfskraft, Amerika-Institut, Ludwig
Maximilians University, at chair of Prof. Dr. Christof Mauch.

Magister Artium, Ludwig Maximilians University.

Exchange Student at Instituto Universitario de Investigacion
de Estudios Norteamericanos, Universidad de Alcala, Alcalj,
Spain.

Student of American Cultural History, American Literary
History and Drama, Ludwig Maximilians University.

Attended Council Rock High School, Newtown,
Pennsylvania, USA.

Attended secondary school at Gymnasium Ulm-Wiblingen
(now Albert-Einstein-Gymnasium). Completed Abitur.

Wires That Bind: Nation, Region, and Technology in the
Southwestern United States, 1854-1920. Bielefeld:
Transcript Verlag, 2017.

Reenactment in the GDR and the FRG. With Juliane
Tomann and Mirko Uhlig. In: Zeitschrift fiir empirische
Kulturwissenschaft 119, 2023:1.

Ed. and Introduction. Curation as a Social Practice:
Counter-Narratives in Public Space. With Juliane Tomann
and Mirko Uhlig, Special Section on Practices of Counter-
Curation: Historical and Cultural Perspectives on
Renegotiating Norms and Narratives in Meaning-Making. In:
International Public History 2022:2, 71-79.

Baumholder 1985 - das , erste deutsche Reenactment”.
Zur Formierungsphase von Civil War-Nachstellungen in
der Bundesrepublik Deutschland. With Mirko Uhlig. In:
Sabine Stach and Juliane Tomann: Reenactment. Berlin: De
Gruyter Oldenbourg, 2021.

Star Trek VI: The Undiscovered Country. In: Leimar Garcia-
Sino, Sabrina Mittermeier, and Stefan Rabitsch: The
Routledge Handbook to Star Trek. Abingdon: Routledge,
2021.

Aus der Geschichte lernen. Im Gesprach mit Lutz Becker



2020

2018

2016

2015

2013

und Gunnar Sohn. In: Was wiirdest du machen, wenn du
.Kénig von Deutschland” wérst? Lutz Becker und Gunnar
Sohn (Eds.), Solingen: Klingen-Verlag, 2021, 247-259.

Popular Science in Times of Covid. GESIS Blog, Leibniz-
Institut fir Sozialwissenschaften, 31:2021.

Im Banne des ,, Zukunftsschocks”: Zukunftsvorstellungen
in populédren Sachbiichern der 1970er-Jahre. In: Paulina
Dobroc and Andie Rothenh&usler (Eds.): 2000 Revisited —
Riickblick auf die Zukunft. Karlsruhe: KIT Scientific
Publishing. (Forthcoming).

A Star Trek About Being Star Trek: History, Liberalism,
and Discovery's Cold War Roots. In: Sabrina Mittermeier
and Mareike Spychala (Eds.): Fighting for the Future — Essays
on Star Trek: Discovery. Liverpool: Liverpool University Press,
2020.

Futures Imperfect: Cognate Temporalities and Productive
Dystopias in U.S. Non-Fiction Bestsellers.

In: Ilka Brasch and Ruth Mayer (Eds.): Modernities and
Modernization in North America. Heidelberg: Winter Verlag,
2018. 331-352.

,DalB es ein Wahnsinn ist, wie wir zur Zeit die Welt
bewirtschaften”: Herbert Gruhl und Ein Planet wird
gepliindert. In: Historisch-Politische Mitteilungen 23:1,
2017. 139-158.

Zukunft vergangener Gegenwarten. Wie Zeitdiagnosen
die groBBen Debatten der 1970er- und 1980er-Jahre
bestimmten. In: Gesellschaftsforschung 2:2015, 6-10.

Power Lines: Arizona Elites, the Telegraph, and the
Construction of a Regional Identity, 1870-1910. In:
Michaela Hampf and Simone Miiller-Pohl (Eds.): Global
Communication Electric — Actors of a Globalizing World.
Frankfurt: Campus Verlag 2013, 331-354.

Entries on 26 U.S. states (Alabama, Alaska, Arizona,
Arkansas, Colorado, Connecticut, Florida, Georgia,
Hawai'i, Idaho, lllinois, Indiana, lowa, Kansas, Louisiana,
Maine, Massachusetts, Minnesota, Mississippi, Missouri,
Nebraska, Nevada, New Mexico, Tennessee, Texas, Utah)
as well as entries on Manifest Destiny, Westen, Midwest,
Stidwesten and Gambling. In: Ridiger B. Wersich and
Christof Mauch (Eds.): USA-Lexikon. New and updated ed.,
Berlin: Erich-Schmidt-Verlag, 2013.



2010

2009

2008

Ed. and Introduction, with Sascha Pohlmann: COPAS,
Current Objectives of Postgraduate American Studies. Vol.
11 (2010).

Die Idee der wilderness in den USA. In: Wildnis zwischen
Natur und Kultur. Perspektiven und Handlungstfelder fiir den
Naturschutz. Laufener Spezialbeitrdge der Bayerischen
Akademie fir Naturschutz und Landschaftspflege (ANL).
Laufen: ANL 2010, 85-91.

Landschaft als Auflésung ihrer selbst: Die Besiedelung
des amerikanischen Westens. In: Thomas Kirchhoff and
Ludwig Trepl (Eds.): Vieldeutige Natur — Landschaft, Wildnis
und Okosystem als kulturgeschichtliche Phdnomene.
Bielefeld: Transcript Verlag 2009, 279-290.

Die Nationalisierung U.S.-amerikanischer Demokratie im
19. Jahrhundert: Modell fiir eine transnationale
europdische Demokratie im 21. Jahrhundert? In: Thomas
Bedorf, Felix Heidenreich and Marcus Obrecht (Eds.): Die
Zukunft der Demokratie — L'avenir de la démocratie. Berlin:
Lit Verlag 2009, 51-69.

Lightning Messages and Glocal Media: Reparticularization
in U.S. News Reporting. In: Reiner Anderl, Bruno Arich-
Gerz and Rudi Schmiede (Eds.): Proceedings of the
Conference Technologies of Globalization, Oct. 30-31,
2008, Technische Universitat Darmstadt, 214-222.

SELECT PRESENTATIONS

2019

2017

2016

Die Opfer des U.S.-Biirgerkriegs (1861-1865). September
26, 2019. Applied History Lecture, University of Zurich.
Invited Lecture.

Zeitdiagnosen: Eine transatlantische Spurensuche nach
den Urspriingen des Genres. October 26, 2017. Eberhard
Karls University, Tibingen. Invited Lecture.

Zukunftserwartungen im Riickblick. Institutstag des Max-
Planck-Instituts fir Gesellschaftsforschung. November 17,
2016. MPH{G KélIn. Invited Lecture.

Futures Imperfect: Cognate Temporalities and Productive
Dystopias in U.S. Non-Fiction Bestsellers. DGfA/GAAS
Annual Conference. June 9, 2016. University of Hannover.



2015

2014

2011

2010

2008

2007

“Das Erkannte teilen”. Robert Jungk:
Gegenwartsdiagnosen eines Zukunftsforschers.
Literaturarchiv Salzburg (LAS) and Robert-Jungk-Bibliothek
fur Zukunftsfragen. 26. Nov. 2015. LAS Salzburg. Invited
Lecture.

Future Shock Is “Where It's At” — Diagnosing the State of
America's Society in the 1970s. Current Issues in North
American Studies and Cultural Studies Lecture Series.

Dec. 16, 2014. University of Bonn. Invited Lecture.

Joining the Confederacy to Become Part of the Union?
Transitional Elites in the Construction of Arizona's
Territorial Identity, 1854-1912. Southwestern Historical
Association Annual Meeting, Mar. 16-19, 2011, Las Vegas,
Nevada, USA.

Power Lines: Arizona Elites, The Telegraph, and the
Construction of a Territorial Identity, 1870-1910. Global
Communication Electric: Social, Cultural, and Political
Aspects of Telegraphy, Feb. 18-19, 2011, Berlin.

Die Peripherie zwischen den Zentren: Tucson und
Arizonas Siiden. 48. Deutscher Historikertag "Uber
Grenzen," Sep. 28-Oct. 1, 2010, Berlin.

Lightning Messages and Glocal Media: Reparticularization
in U.S. News Reporting. Technologies of Globalization,
Oct. 30-31, 2008, Darmstadt.

Die Nationalisierung U.S.-amerikanischer Demokratie im
19. Jahrhundert: Modell fiir eine transnationale
europdische Demokratie im 21. Jahrhundert? 3. Deutsch-
franzésisches Graduierten-Colloquium, Internationales
Zentrum fur Kultur- und Technikforschung (1ZKT). Oct. 18-21,
2007, Stuttgart.

PuBLIC HISTORY AND MEDIA

Social Media

Twitter (archival), Bluesky, Instagram, Mastodon

Research blog “Thus, History!” (www.thushistory.com)
featuring essays on research, teaching, and related topics,

e.g.:
“Teaching Online: Video for Beginners.” July 18, 2020.

http://thushistory.com/2020/07/18/teaching-online-video-
for-beginners/

“Die Stunde der Erklarer.” March 18, 2020. http://



https://twitter.com/torstenkathke
https://bsky.app/profile/kathke.com
https://www.instagram.com/torstenkathke/
https://mastodon.social/@torstenkathke
http://www.thushistory.com
http://thushistory.com/2020/07/18/teaching-online-video-for-beginners/
http://thushistory.com/2020/07/18/teaching-online-video-for-beginners/
http://thushistory.com/2020/03/18/die-stunde-der-erklarer/

thushistory.com/2020/03/18/die-stunde-der-erklarer/

“Tom Wolfe and the Age of Self-Involvement.” May 24,
2018. http://thushistory.com/2018/05/24/tom-wolfe-and-the-
age-of-self-involvement/

“The Power Conduit: Robert Caro's LBJ.” Apr. 10, 2016.
http://thushistory.com/2016/04/10/the-power-conduit-
robert-caros-lbj/

Media Interview with Utopiepodcast Kénig von Deutschland: “Aus
der Geschichte lernen.” Mar. 6, 2018, https://
soundcloud.com/gsohn/aus-der-geschichte-lernen-
utopiepodcast-konigvondeutschland

Interview with Mediendienst Integration: “Vieles wird uns im
Rickblick absurd erscheinen,” Mar. 1, 2018. https://
mediendienst-integration.de/artikel/zukunftsprognosen-
torsten-kathke-historiker-aengste-krise-migration-islam-
islamisierung-geschichte-b.html

Lecture on Deutschlandfunk: “Futurologie: Damals war
Zukunft,” Dec. 30, 2017. https://
www.deutschlandfunknova.de/beitrag/hoersaal-damals-war-
zukunft

Cited in The Washington Post, Dec. 23, 2019, Gillian
Brockell: “No, the Nazis Were Not Socialists: A Christmas
Ode Inspired by Twitter.” https://www.washingtonpost.com/
history/2019/12/23/no-nazis-were-not-socialists-christmas-
ode-inspired-by-twitter/

Cited in The National Review, Feb. 20, 2017, John Fund:
“Trump Is a Lot Like the LBJ Whom Liberals Still Idolize.”
https://www.nationalreview.com/2017/02/lyndon-johnson-
donald-trump-grandiose-bullying-colossal-figures/

AWARDS AND SERVICE
since 2019 Article reviews for journals: Arizona Quarterly and Italian
Journal of American Studies.

since Dec. 2014 Mentor for doctoral students in program Erste Generation
Promotion, University of Cologne.

Mar. 2011 President's International Attendee Scholarship,
Southwestern Historical Association (SWHA), Las Vegas,
Nevada, USA.

Apr. 2008 Fellow, HCA Spring Academy: American History, Culture &

Politics at the Heidelberg Center for American Studies
(HCA), Heidelberg.


http://thushistory.com/2020/03/18/die-stunde-der-erklarer/
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https://www.deutschlandfunknova.de/beitrag/hoersaal-damals-war-zukunft
https://www.deutschlandfunknova.de/beitrag/hoersaal-damals-war-zukunft
https://www.deutschlandfunknova.de/beitrag/hoersaal-damals-war-zukunft
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Feb. 2007

Oct. 2004-Oct. 2005

Apr. 2004-Oct. 2005

Awarded Best Delegation, Cambridge Model European
Council (CMEC), University of Cambridge.

Student body representative in the departmental council
for the humanities, Ludwig Maximilians University.

Student body representative for students of American
Studies, Ludwig Maximilians University.



